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ABSTRACT 

India is in web of social issues beyond its control.  The main social issues facing India 

today include poverty, pollution, illiteracy, corruption, gender inequality, and violence against 

women. The caste system creates social divisions that can lead to discrimination and inequality, 

affecting people’s opportunities and rights. Urbanization leads to overcrowding, slums, and 

inadequate infrastructure, which can worsen living conditions for many. Poverty often prevents 

children from attending school, leading to high dropout rates and low literacy levels. The 

government has launched initiatives like ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ to promote education and 

safety for girls and women. Access to healthcare is a major issue, with many people lacking 

basic services, especially in rural areas. Pollution contributes to serious health problems, 

including respiratory issues and other diseases, affecting many lives. Social movements raise 

awareness and advocate for rights, helping to bring about reforms and policy changes. The 

present paper focuses on the prominent social issues in India and appraises the current trends 

by virtual analysis. 
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INTRODUCTION 

India is a country rich in diversity, but it also faces numerous social challenges. These 

issues, ranging from gender inequality to healthcare access, affect millions of lives and require 

urgent attention. Understanding these social problems is essential for fostering a fair and just 

society. This article explores current trends and analyses various social issues in India, 

highlighting their impact and the steps being taken to address them. Sociological issues in India 

are multifaceted, driven by historical, economic, and cultural factors. Major challenges 

include deep-seated caste discrimination, gender inequality, poverty, and severe rural-urban 

disparities. Rapid urbanization, population pressure, and environmental concerns further 

complicate the social landscape.  

The prominent social issues include the caste system continues to influence social 

dynamics, creating barriers for many individuals. Gender inequality remains a pressing issue, 

with women facing discrimination in various sectors. Poverty is a major concern, with 

significant differences between rural and urban areas. Access to healthcare is limited for many, 

contributing to rising mental health issues. Education disparities persist, affecting literacy rates 

and overall societal progress. 

 

SOCIAL ISSUES IN INDIA 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
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The social issues like poverty, unemployment, migration, crime, delinquency, drug 

abuse, child abuse, crime against women, crime against children, discrimination on the basis 

of Caste, class & religion, corruption, family and health problems, education, political, 

economic, cultural and environment issues and human. More than 29% of Indians live in 

poverty. Few of the burning social issues in India are communalism, racism, gender 

discrimination and corruption. Social issues, if not resolved, can lead to violence and anarchy. 

In 21st centre, digital bullying and online harassment is a new form of social issue. Social 

issues criteria’s mentioned is an issue that influences many individuals inside the general 

public. It is a gathering of normal issues in present-day society and ones that many individuals 

endeavour to settle. It isn't unexpected the outcome of variables reaching out past a singular's 

control. Social problems are divided into two types at the individual level and at the collective 

level. Problems at the individual level are juvenile delinquency, drug addiction, suicide etc. 

Problems at collective level arise when the instruments of social control flop to normalize the 

conduct of its members. A social problem is any condition or behaviour that has negative 

consequences for large numbers of people and that is generally recognized as a condition or 

behaviour that needs to be addressed.  
 

Caste System and Social Stratification 

Historical Context and Evolution 

The caste system in India has deep historical roots, originating from ancient Hindu 

society. Traditionally, society was divided into four main categories: Brahmins (priests), 

Kshatriyas (warriors), Vaishyas (traders) and Shudras (labourers). Over time, this system 

evolved into a complex hierarchy, leading to significant social stratification. Today, the caste 

system still influences many aspects of life in India. 

Impact on Modern Society 

The caste system continues to affect social interactions and opportunities. Many people 

face discrimination based on their caste, particularly those from Scheduled Castes (SCs). The 

important impacts are discrimination in education and employment, limited access to resources 

and opportunities, social tensions and conflicts.etc. 

Government Policies and Reforms 

To address caste-based discrimination, the Indian government has implemented various 

policies: 

❖ Reservation policies in education and jobs for SCs and Other Backward Classes  

❖ Legal measures against untouchability and caste discrimination. 

❖ Awareness programs to promote social equality. 
 

The caste system remains a significant challenge for India’s social fabric, affecting 

millions and hindering national integration. 
 

Gender Inequality and Women’s Rights 

Workplace Discrimination 
 

Gender inequality in India is a significant issue, especially in the workplace. Women often 

face discrimination when seeking jobs or promotions. Many women are paid less than their 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/race-human/Indias-caste-system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_inequality_in_India
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male counterparts for the same work. This disparity is evident in various sectors, including 

technology, healthcare, and education. The key statistics are women contribute only 17% to 

India’s GDP, which is less than half of the global average. According to the 2017-18 Economic 

Survey, there are 63 million missing women in India due to foeticide and infanticide. 
 

Gender-Based Violence 

Gender-based violence remains a critical concern in India. Despite laws aimed at 

protecting women, such as those against rape and dowry, these discriminatory 

practices continue to occur at alarming rates. Women often feel unsafe in public spaces and at 

home. The Indian Government has launched the ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ initiative to 

combat gender discrimination. The Sexual Harassment at Workplace Act was enacted in 2013 

to protect women’s rights in any job. 
 

Government Initiatives for Women’s Empowerment 

The government has taken several steps to empower women and address gender inequality 

such as Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao a campaign aimed at saving and educating the girl child, 

Triple Talaq Bill a law makes all forms of talaq null and void, promoting equality in marriage 

and awareness programs. The government conducts programs to change societal attitudes 

towards women. Addressing gender inequality is essential for India’s progress. When women 

thrive society also benefits.  While there are laws and initiatives in place, the fight against 

gender inequality in India is ongoing. Awareness and education are crucial in changing 

mindsets and ensuring women’s rights are respected and upheld. 
 

 

 

POVERTY AND ECONOMIC DISPARITIES  

 Rural vs Urban Poverty 
 

In India, the difference between rural and urban poverty is significant. Rural areas often 

face higher poverty rates due to limited job opportunities and resources. Almost half of the 

rural population lacks basic amenities like clean water and proper sanitation. In contrast, urban 

areas, while still facing poverty, have more access to jobs and services. 

Government Poverty Alleviation Programs 

The Indian government has implemented several programs to combat poverty, including 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA): This program 

guarantees 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to every rural household, Indira 

Awaas Yojana (IAY): Aimed at providing housing for the rural poor and Public Distribution 

System (PDS) distributes essential food items at subsidized rates to low-income families. 

IMPACT OF ECONOMIC POLICIES 

Economic policies in India have had mixed results on poverty levels. While some 

policies have helped reduce poverty, others have led to increased inequality. For instance, the 

Pew Research Institute’s March 2021 report indicated that the number of poor people in India 

increased by 75 M, while the middle class shrank by 32 M. This highlights the need for more 

effective policies to address economic disparities. The gap between the rich and the poor 

continues to widen, making it essential for the government to focus on inclusive growth.  
 

HEALTHCARE CHALLENGES IN INDIA 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/poverty-and-inequality-measures-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/poverty-and-inequality-measures-in-india
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Access to Healthcare Services 

Access to healthcare in India is a significant issue. Many people, especially in rural areas, 

struggle to get the medical help they need. The healthcare industry in India is vast, but it is not 

evenly distributed. Some key points are limited facilities in rural areas, High costs of treatment 

in urban centers and Lack of awareness about available services. 
 

Mental Health Issues 

Mental health is often overlooked in India. Many people suffer in silence due to stigma. 

According to recent studies, a large percentage of the population faces mental health 

challenges. Here are some statistics: 10.6% of adults have mental disorders, Treatment gaps 

range from 70% to 92% for various conditions and mental health issues lead to economic losses 

due to absenteeism and reduced productivity. 
 

Government Healthcare Initiatives 

The Indian government has launched several programs to improve healthcare access and 

quality. Some of these initiatives include: Ayushman Bharat, a health insurance scheme for the 

poor, National Health Mission focuses on improving healthcare services and Mental Health 

Policy aims to address mental health issues The Indian hospital industry accounts for 80% of 

the total healthcare system in India and is expected to touch US$ 132 billion by 2023. In 

conclusion, while there are many challenges in the healthcare sector, ongoing government 

initiatives aim to improve access and quality for all citizens. 
 

Education System and Literacy Rates 

 Quality of Education 
 

The education system in India has made significant strides, but challenges 

remain. Quality education is dire essential for the country’s development. Many schools, 

especially in rural areas, lack basic facilities and trained teachers. This leads to a disparity in 

educational outcomes between urban and rural students. 
 

Disparities in Educational Access 

There are notable differences in access to education based on geography and gender. 

For instance, the literacy rate in urban areas was 87.7% and 73.5%. in rural areas. This gap 

highlights the need for targeted interventions to improve educational access for all.  

Government Education Policies 

The Indian government has implemented various policies to enhance education, such as 

Right to Education Act ensures free and compulsory education for children aged 6 to 14, 

National Education Policy (NEP) aims to make education more inclusive and accessible and 

Mid-Day Meal Scheme provides meals to improve attendance and nutritional standards in 

schools. The education system in India is evolving, but it still faces challenges that need urgent 

attention to ensure that every child has access to quality education. 
 

Literacy Rates 

The literacy rate in India has improved over the years, but disparities persist. Here’s a 

brief overview: 

Literacy Rate 

Sl.No. Year Overall Literacy Rate Urban Literacy Rate 

https://www.ibef.org/industry/healthcare-india
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literacy_in_India
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1 2011 74.04 % 87.7 % 

2 2021 77.7 % 90% 
 

 

Efforts to bridge the gap in literacy rates are ongoing, but more work is needed to ensure 

that all children, regardless of their background, can achieve their full potential. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND SUSTAINABILITY 

 Air and Water Pollution 

Air and water pollution are major environmental challenges in India. These issues affect 

the health of millions of people. The air quality in many cities is often below safe levels, leading 

to respiratory problems. Water pollution from industrial waste and sewage is also a significant 

concern, impacting drinking water sources and aquatic life. 
 

Climate Change Impact 

India is highly vulnerable to the effects of climate change. Rising temperatures and 

erratic rainfall patterns threaten agriculture, which is vital for the economy. The country faces 

increased risks of floods, droughts, and heat waves, which can lead to food insecurity and 

displacement of communities. 
 

Government Environmental Policies 

The Indian government has implemented various policies to address these environmental 

challenges. Some key initiatives include National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) aims to 

reduce air pollution in cities, Swachh Bharat Mission focuses on sanitation and waste 

management to improve water quality and National Biodiversity Action Plan aims to protect 

India’s rich biodiversity and ecosystems. The government’s efforts are crucial in combating 

pollution and promoting sustainability. 
 

Religious and Ethnic Conflicts 

 Historical Background 
 

India is known for its rich tapestry of cultures and religions. However, this diversity has 

also led to conflicts over the years. The historical roots of these conflicts can be traced back to 

colonial times when divisions were often exacerbated by foreign rulers. Religious tensions have 

often flared up, leading to violence and unrest. 
 

IMPACT ON SOCIAL ISSUES 
 

The ongoing conflicts have a significant impact on social harmony. Communities often 

find themselves divided along religious and ethnic lines, which can lead to increased mistrust 

among different groups, disruption of community life and economic setbacks due to violence. 
 

Government Measures to Promote Harmony 

To address these issues, the Indian government has implemented various measures aimed 

at promoting peace and unity. Some of these include legislation against hate speech, 

community engagement programs and educational initiatives to promote tolerance . The 

government recognizes that fostering a sense of unity is essential for the country’s progress. In 

recent years, there have been reports of increased violence against religious sites, particularly 

during times of heightened tensions. For instance, most of the attacks against religious 

sites were reported to have taken place in the first few days of the conflict, when the interethnic 

https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/547499-INDIA-2023-INTERNATIONAL-RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM-REPORT.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/547499-INDIA-2023-INTERNATIONAL-RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM-REPORT.pdf
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violence was at its peak. This highlights the urgent need for effective measures to ensure safety 

and promote understanding among diverse communities. 
 

Urbanization and Its Social Impact 

Urbanization is a significant trend in India, with half of India’s population expected to 

live in urban areas by 2031. This shift brings both opportunities and challenges. 

Growth of Urban Settlements 

Urban areas are expanding rapidly due to migration from rural regions. People move to 

cities in search of better jobs and living conditions. This growth can lead to increased economic 

opportunities, enhanced access to services and cultural exchange. However, it also results in 

overcrowding and strain on resources. 

Slums and Informal Housing 

As cities grow, many people end up living in slums. These areas often lack basic amenities 

like clean water and sanitation. The challenges include poor living conditions, limited access 

to healthcare and high rates of unemployment 

Urban Planning and Development 

Effective urban planning is crucial to manage the rapid growth of cities. Key strategies 

include: Developing affordable housing, Improving public transportation and Ensuring access 

to essential services. Urbanization can drive realty growth, but it requires careful planning to 

ensure sustainable development. In conclusion, while urbanization offers many benefits, it also 

poses significant challenges that need to be addressed to create a better living environment for 

all. 
 

Social Movements and Change 

Women’s Movements 
 

Women’s movements in India have played a crucial role in advocating for gender equality 

and women’s rights. These movements focus on various issues, including workplace 

discrimination, gender-based violence and access to education and healthcare. These 

movements have led to significant changes in laws and societal attitudes towards women. 
 

Dalit Movements 

The Dalit movements address the injustices faced by the Dalit community, which has 

historically been marginalized. Key aspects include assertion of Dalit identity, Campaigns 

against caste discrimination and advocacy for social justice and equality. These movements 

have been instrumental in raising awareness and pushing for reforms in various sectors. 

Environmental Movements 

Environmental movements in India focus on issues like pollution and climate change. 

They aim to promote sustainable practices and protect natural resources. Important points 

include: Community-led initiatives, Advocacy for government policies on sustainability and 

Awareness campaigns about environmental issues Social movements are essential for driving 

change and addressing inequalities in society. They empower marginalized groups and promote 

a more just society. 

 Youth and Employment Issues 

 Unemployment Rates 
 

https://m.economictimes.com/industry/services/property-/-cstruction/economic-survey-urbanisation-to-drive-realty-growth-half-of-india-to-live-in-cities-by-2050/articleshow/111928003.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/industry/services/property-/-cstruction/economic-survey-urbanisation-to-drive-realty-growth-half-of-india-to-live-in-cities-by-2050/articleshow/111928003.cms


Journal of Science Engineering Technology and Management Science                                                        ISSN:3049-0952 

Volume01, Issue 1, January, 2024                                                                                                                               www.jsetms.com 

239 | Page 

 

 

Unemployment is a major issue for young people in India. The state of youth 

employment in India is concerning, with many educated young individuals struggling to find 

jobs. The unemployment rate reached 8.10% in February 2022, which is quite high for a 

country of India’s size. This situation is particularly severe for young women, who face 

additional barriers in the job market. 
 

Skill Development Programs 

To tackle these challenges, the government has initiated several skill development 

programs aimed at enhancing employability among the youth. Some key initiatives include: 

Skill India Mission aims to train over 400 million people in various skills by 2022, Pradhan 

Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) provides financial support for skill training and 

National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme encourages employers to engage apprentices. 
 

Government Employment Initiatives 

The government has also launched various employment initiatives to create job 

opportunities. These include Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA) provides at least 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to every rural 

household, Start-Up India encourages entrepreneurship among the youth by providing funding 

and mentorship and Digital India aims to create jobs in the IT sector and improve digital 

literacy. The youth of India are crucial for the country’s future, and addressing employment 

issues is essential for sustainable growth. 

 Impact of Technology on Society 

 Digital Divide 

The digital divide refers to the gap between those who have easy access to digital 

technology and those who do not. This divide can lead to unequal opportunities in education 

and employment. Access to technology is crucial for social progress. 

❖ Urban vs. Rural Access: Urban areas often have better internet connectivity compared 

to rural regions. 

❖ Economic Factors: People from lower economic backgrounds may struggle to afford 

devices or internet services. 

❖ Educational Disparities: Students in tech-rich environments have a significant 

advantage over those without access. 
 

Role of Social Media 

Social media platforms have transformed how people communicate and share information. 

They can foster community engagement but also spread misinformation. Social media plays a 

dual role in society. 

Positive Aspects: 

o Facilitates connections among diverse groups. 

o Provides a platform for social movements. 

o Increases awareness of social issues. 

Negative Aspects: 

o Can lead to cyber bullying and harassment. 

o Misinformation can spread rapidly. 

o Privacy concerns are prevalent. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/the-state-of-youth-employment-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/the-state-of-youth-employment-in-india
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Government Policies on Technology 

The Indian government has implemented various policies to promote technology use in 

society. These initiatives aim to bridge the digital divide and enhance access to technology. 

● Digital India Initiative: Aims to transform India into a digitally empowered society. 

● Skill Development Programs: Focus on training youth in technology-related fields. 

● E-Governance: Enhances transparency and efficiency in government services. 
 

The impact of new and emerging technology on economic development in India is 

beginning to allow industries to rebuild the country’s economic status in a post-COVID world. 

Technology has a profound impact on society, influencing everything from communication to 

economic development. Addressing the digital divide and ensuring equitable access to 

technology is essential for fostering a more inclusive society. 
 

Crime and Public Safety 

 Violence against Women 

Violence against women remains a significant issue in India. In recent years, there has 

been a growing awareness of this problem. Many women face harassment and violence in 

various forms, including domestic abuse and sexual assault. The government has implemented 

several laws to protect women’s rights, but enforcement remains a challenge. 
 

Cybercrime 
 

With the rise of technology, cybercrime has become a major concern. Cyber bullying, 

identity theft, and online harassment are on the rise. The government is working to strengthen 

laws and create awareness about online safety. In 2024, the overall crime rate was reported at 

445.9 incidents per 100,000 people, showing a slight decrease of 0.56% compared to 2023. 
 

Law Enforcement Challenges 

Law enforcement agencies face numerous challenges in maintaining public safety. Some 

of these challenges include limited resources and manpower, corruption within the system and 

lack of training for officers. Addressing these challenges is crucial for improving public safety 

and trust in law enforcement.  The crime rate in 2023 was 448.5 for 100000 people while it 

was 445.9 for 100000 people. There are ongoing efforts to combat crime and improve public 

safety in India, significant challenges remain. Continuous reforms and community involvement 

are essential for creating a safer society. When it comes to crime and public safety, staying 

informed is key. Understanding local issues can help make better choices and keep your 

community safe.  
 

CONCLUSION 

  Social issues in India are complex and deeply rooted in the country’s history and 

culture. From education and health to gender equality and caste discrimination, these 

challenges affect millions of lives. While the government has made strides in addressing these 

problems, much work remains to be done. It is crucial for society to come together to find 

solutions that promote equality and justice for all. By focusing on education, healthcare, and 

social reforms, India can pave the way for a brighter future. Everyone has a role to play in this 

journey towards a more inclusive society. By proceeding to utilize our sociological creative 

mind and perceiving the job of bigger social, social, and primary powers, we can recognize 

suitable measures to resolve these social issues. 
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